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Esther Becomes Queen (Esther 1:1 – 2:18)

Main Point: God is sovereign. He is in control of all things.
Key Verse: The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord. He directs it like a stream of water anywhere He pleases. – Proverbs 21:1
Materials: Crown puzzle pieces
Personal Connection

· Say: Have you ever made a decision that you regretted later? Have you ever chosen to sin and later wished you could go back and undo it? I know I have. Everyone feels this way sometimes. Maybe you told a lie and got caught. Or, maybe you didn’t get caught but felt guilty about it later. Most times this is actually worse than getting caught. Either way, everyone makes wrong choices that they regret at some point. What should we do when this happens? (Confess our sin to God, seek forgiveness from the other people involved.)
· Say: Of course it is wrong to sin against God, and there are always consequences when we do. Sin always hurts people, and even worse, our sin separates us from our Holy God. However, God is so gracious and forgiving that even when we really mess up, He can use our wrong choices for good in His master plan.

Hands on Application
· Take out the crown puzzle pieces. 

· Say: Let’s remember the story we just heard about. Did anyone in the story make any bad decisions? I have four puzzle pieces with clues about different people in the story on them. See if you can figure out the person each clue is talking about.

· Read each clue and wait for the kids to say the correct answer for each. Ask the students what hurtful consequences resulted from these sinful choices. (This is key to the students understanding that it is NOT okay to sin.)
· Say: Very good! But how could God use all these wrong choices for anything good? Ask: What happened at the end of the story? Esther became queen. Exactly! Now watch. Pass out the pieces and have the kids put them together to make a crown. See? Even though it would have been much better for these people to have made the right choice in the first place, God is so good and so powerful that He made all their poor decisions come together in just the right way for something good to happen! Remember this when people around you make wrong choices that affect you. God is big enough to work things together for good (Romans 8:28).
Group Discussion

· Say: Isn’t that incredible? Even when people rebel against God by sinning, He still loves us and is in control. He is so great that He is able to take our awful, sinful actions and turn them around for His plan. However, does this mean that we can do any sin we want so that God can use our rebellious actions for His plan? Of course not! We saw how these sins really hurt people. It is always better to obey God in the first place than to go our own way. Still, God loves us and can use bad choices for good. 

· Have a student look up and read Genesis 50:20a. (You planned to harm me. But God planned it for good.)
Conversation with God (Prayer)

Ask God to help each student to obey Him the first time, every time, and thank Him for using us even when we mess up!
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Esther Becomes Queen

Answer Key:

This person did not obey God when God told His people to return to Jerusalem. (Mordecai)

What were the consequences of this wrong choice? (He and Esther were not worshipping God with 

their people; they were in a city of ungodly people.) 

This person chose to dishonor her husband. (Vashti)

What were the consequences of this wrong choice? (She lost her position as Queen.)

These people gave ungodly advice to the King. (Xerxes’ advisors)

What were the consequences of this wrong choice? (The king divorced his wife; the kingdom was 

without a Queen.)

This person took advice from ungodly men. (Xerxes)

What were the consequences of this wrong choice? (He was very sad without a wife.)
